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seconded the resolution.
MR. CAREY disclaimed any, intention

of seeking to depreciate the value of the
services rendered by the police, as m-
sinuated by the hon. the Colonial Secre-
tary. His sole object was to ascertain
whether there were grounds for the
rumours which were current outside, with
respect to the abuses connected with the
department. As to his having discovered a
"cmare. s nest," he considered it was some-
thing more than that when it was shown
that half the police horses in Perth were
employed by officials when on private
business, or at any rate when not en-
gaged on any duty connected with the
police department. It was no "mare's
nest," when the return showed only two
horses employed on certain business on a
certain day, when, in reality, there were
four horses so employed. As to the
amendment of the *hon. member for
Geraldton, there were only nine members
out of twenty then present in the House,
and those who were present were asked
after a few minutes' examination of the
returns furnished only a quarter of an
hour ago-but called for several days
since-to express their satisfaction at the
result shown by those returns. Let those
lion. members who did feel satisfied do
so by all means; he was not going to
stultify himself.

MR. S. H3. PARKER considered that
after all the talk outside, and the extrava-
gant rumours current with respect to
alleged abuses in connection with the
police department, the hon. member for
Vasse was quite justified in calling for
these returns; and he (Mr. Parker)
thought the Government ought to feel
grateful to the hon. member for affording
them an opportunity of refuting the
stories which were flying about with
reference to the police department. With
a view to pour oil upon the troubled
waters which the debate had stirred up,
he would suggest that progress be
reported.

The amendment was then put and
carried, on the voices.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were read a third
time and passed: Railways Bill, 1878;
Northern Districts Special Revenue Act,

1873, Amendment Bill, 1878; High
School Act, 1876, Amendment Bill,
1878.

The House adjourned at half-past
three o'clock, p.m., until noon next
day.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Wednesday, 24th July, 1878.

Election of a Governor of the High School-Message
from His Excellency the Governor (acknowledging
addresses snd assenting to Bills)-Financial con-
dition of the Colony, on let January, 1878--Roman
Catholic Church Property Bill: second reading;
in comimittee-Prorogation.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
twelve o'clock, noon.

PRAYERS.

ELECTION OF A GOVERNOR OF THE
HIGH SCHOOL.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
H. H. Hocking), with leave, without
notice, moved, " That the House proceed
" with the election of a Governor of the
" High School, to fill the vacancy occa-
"sioned by the retirement of Mr.
" Steere." He thought the choice of the
House should be limited to persons
residing in Perth, and, under the circum-
stances, he would move that the Chair-
man of the Municipal Council and the
member for the City-Mr. S. H. Parker
-be elected.

MR. MARMION proposed that Mr.
Shenton, the hon. member for Toodyay,
be elected.

A ballot having been called for, and
bon. members having delivered to the
Clerk their respective votes,

THE CLERK reported to Mr. Speaker
the following result:

Mr. S. H. Parker ... 6
Mr. George Shenton ... 6

Majority for Mr. Parker 1
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MESSAGE (NO. 13) FROM HIS EXCEL-

LENCY THE GOVERNOR.
MR. SPEAKEJI. reported the receipt

of the following message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor:

"The Governor has the honor to ac-
"knowledge the receipt of the follow-
"ing Addresses from your Honorable
"House:

" No. 20.-Praying His Excellency to
"place on the Estimates such additional
"sum s as may be deemed -advisable to

"increase the salaries of the officers in
" the Postal and Telegraph Department.

"No. 21.-Praying His Excellency to
" take under his consideration the ques-
" tion of increasing the salaries of the
" Clerks to Magistrates, in certain cases.

" No. 2 2-Praying 1-is Excellency to
"place on the Estimates the sum of
"£100, to assist the Fremantle Munici-
"pal Council in fencing and clearing
"ground reserved by Government for a
"Public Park.

" No. 24.-Recommending to His Ex-
"cellency that all Plant, Rolling Stock,

"&c., required for working the Eastern
"Railway, be procured through the
"contractors, by including their supply
"in the contract for the construction of
"the Line.

" No. 25.-Praying His Excellency
"that £50 be added on the Estimates
as an increase to the salary of the

"Chief Clerk and Gauger of Customs at
" Fremantle. r

" No. 26.-Praying His Excellency
" that provision be made for the services
"of a medical officer at Dandaragan, at
"Victoria Plains, and at Northam.

"No. 27.-Expressing an opinion that
"the arrangements contained in General
"Order No. 10 are productive of much
"public inconvenience, and praying His
"Excellency to take steps to remedy the
"same.

" No. 28.-Authorising His Excellency
":to pay the sum of £280 I 7s. to Mr. C.
"D. Price, and £150 to Mr. J. C.

"Fleming, to recoup extra expenses in-
"ccurred by them during the construction
"Cof the Eucla, Telegraph Line, and
"Cgranting a bonus of three months' pay
"to the various officers employed on that
4service.

C"No. 29.-Authorising the Govern-
"ment to expend such a sum of money
9as may be deemed necessary for a

"thorough exploration of that portion
"of Western Australia, north of the
" 19th Parallel of South Latitude.

"No. 30.-Desiring that some altera-
" tion be made in Section 7, 28th
"Victoria, No. 13, so as to give greater
" facilities in looking for stray stock, and
" that the Government take such steps
"as be deemed necessary, either by
"amending the said section or by
"Circular to Resident Magistrates.

"1No. 32.-Adopting His Excellency's
"suggestion as to the amendment of
"Section 7 of the Boat Licensing Bill.

" No. 33.-Praying His Excellency to
"increase the gratuity to Mr. Price,
"leader of the Eucla Telegraph Line
"Survey Party, from £75 to £200;
"and also that the services rendered by

"Mr. H. S. Carey, be. recognised by
"increasing the gratuity to him from
"£60 to £100.

" No. 34.-Replying to His Excel-
"lency's message of the 16th July, and
"praying His Excellency to cause a
"general investigation to be made into
"the conduct of business in the Land

"Titles Office.
"1No. 35.-Expressing an opinion that

"it is undesirable, in the present finan-
"cial condition of the Colony, to under-
"take the construction of Harbor Works
"at Fremantle.

"No. 37.-Praying His Excellency to
"take steps to bring the negotiations
"between the Government and Messrs.
"Lilly and Co. to a satisfactory eon-
"elusion.

"1No. 38.-Asking for an estimate of
"the cost, to be furnished next Session,
"of establishing telegraphic conmmumi-
"cation with Nicol Bay.

"1No. 39.-Praying the Governor to
"investigate the system of the classifi-
"cation of clerks, with a view of ascer-
"taining whether a more desirable system
"could be adopted.

"1No. 40.-Expressing its satisfaction
"with the result of returns respecting

"the numbers of the Police Force in the
"years 1865 and 1878."

"The Governor has the honor to in-
"form your Honorable House, in reply
"to Adresses

"Nos. 20, 21, and 26.-That His Ex-
"celleney will cause inquiry to be made
"as to the expediency of increasing the
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"Csalaries of the officials in question,
"cand of making the further appoint-
"ments proposed, and will act as circum-
"stances may render advisable.

"Nos. 22, 25, 28, 29, and 33.-His
"Excellency has had much pleasure in
"placing on the Estimates the various
"sums recommended in these Addresses,

"Cand will authorise such an expenditure
"cas may be necessary to insure a
"thorough exploration of our Northern
"territory.

"1Nos. 24, 27, 30, 35, and 37.-The
"matters therein referred to will receive
"His Excellency's attention.

"1Nos. 38 and 39.-His Excellency
"has much pleasure in complying with
"the wishes of the House.

"No. 40.-His Excellency is gratified
"at finding that the result of these
"Returns is satisfactory, to Your Honor-
"able House.

" Government House, Perth, 23rd July,
",1878."1

MESSAG E (NO. 14)-ASSENT TO BILLS.
MR. SPEAKER also announced the

receipt of the following Message from
His Excellency the Governor.

"1The Governor informs Your Honor-
"able House that he has this day assented,
"in Her Majesty's name, to the under-
"mentioned Bills passed by the Legisla-
"tive Council during the present Session
"of the Legislature:

" An Act to further amend the Customs
"Ordinance, 1860."

"An Act for raising the sum of Two
"hundred thousand pounds by loan, for the
"construction of certain Public Works."

"An Act to further amend 'The Game
"Act, 1874.' "

" An Act to repeal certain Ordinances
"now in force respecting the licensing of

"Boats and Boatmen, and to make other
"cprovision in lieu thereof."

"An Act to amend ' The Jury Act,
"1871."'

"cAn Act to repeal 'The -Districts Roads
"Board Audit Act, 1877.'"

" An Act to authorise the construction of
"a Railway from Fremantle to Guild-

"ford."
"1An Act to amend 'The High School

"Act, 1876.' "
"An Act to appropriate the sum of One

"hundred and fifty-four thousand seven
"hundred and eleven pounds fourteen

" shillings and eight pence out of the
" General Revenue of the Colony, for the
"Cservice of the year One thousand eight
" hundred and seventy-nine."

"An Act to amend 'The Northern Dis-
" trict Special Revenue Act, 1873.'"

"An Act to consolidate and amend divers
" Acts now in force relating to the survey,
"Cconstruction, and maintenance of Rail-
'' ways.1)

"Government House, Perth, 24th
July, 1878."

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE
COLONY.

In reply to MR. S. H. PARKER,
TuuF COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

R. T. Goldswo~rthy) laid on the Table a
balance sheet showing the financial con-
dition of the Colony on the 1st of
January, 1878, which was as follows:

DR.
To amount overpaid by

Colonial Treasurer on
31st December, 1877..

Do. by Crown Agents..

the
the

CR.
By balance in the hands of the

Sub-Treasurer, at Albany,

X s. d.

10,818 5 5
4,897 10 10

C15,715 16 3

X s. d.

on the 1st January, 1878 ... 912 0 8
Do. do., at Roebourne ... 151 18 2
Remittance in transitu ... 3,000 0 0

£4,063 18 10

Amount overpaid on 1st Jan-
uary, 1878 ... ... ... ... £X11,651 17 5

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH PRO-
PERTY BILL.

MR. BUJRT moved the second reading
of a Bill to empower the Bishop of the
Roman Catholic Church for the time
being, and his successors in office, to
mortgage for certain purposes certain
lands vested in him, and belonging to,
or used in connection with, the Roman
Catholic Church. The hon. member ex-
plained that the object of the Bill was to
empower the Bishop to mortgage any
lands upon which it may be intended
immediately to erect, or to complete the
erection of, any church, convent, or
monastery, with a view to raise the
necessary funds for the erection or com-
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pletion of such building. The same
privilege had already been extended to
other religious denominations.*

THE ATTORN-EY GENERAL (Hon.
H. H. Hocking) moved, as an amend-
ment, That the Bill be read a second
time that day six months. He did not
care what the number of precedents were;
the principle involved was a bad one, and
the result might be that persons who
advanced money on these lands-granted
for a specific purpose-might, unless the
mortgage were redeemed, devote the land
and the buildings to purposes altogether,
foreign from that which they were
granted for.

Mx.. MARMION thought it was a
difficult matter indeed to get over the
precedents already, established, however
jauntily the hon. and learned gentleman
opposite might treat the matter. The
same privileges as the Bill proposed to
confer on the Catholics had already been
granted to other religious bodies, as well
as to other societies. The Congre-
gationalists at Fremantle had recently
borrowed money on the same principle,
as had also the Freemasons, and why
should the Catholic Body be debarred
from doing so ? At that present moment,
the Committee of the Literary Institute
at Fremantle contemplated doing the
same thing, and to mortgage the land on
which it was proposed to erect a new
building in order to raise the necessary
funds for its erection. He failed to see
any just reason why the House should
not assent to the present Bill, and if His
Excellency did not feel justified in as-
senting to it, let the Bill be sent Home
for the signification of Her Majesty's
pleasure with regard to it.

Mx.. CAREY had much pleasure in
supporting the Bill, which he regarded
as a mere act of justice towards the
Roman Catholics. What was fair in the
case of one religious body was fair in the
case of another. If the Congregational-
ists already enjoyed the privilege sought
to be conferred on the Roman Catholics
by the present Bill, he could see no
reason why the latter body should not
have the same privilege extended to
them.

MR. PEARSE said he also was at a
loss to know why the Roman Catholic
community should not have the same
right to raise money for building pur-

poses on lands belonging to them, in the
same way as other denominations. The
Bill, it appeared to him, was an equitable
Bill, and it certainly would have his
support.

Mp. BROWN said some hon. members
seemed to give their adherence to the
Bill on the principle that two wrongs
made one right. Had there been a large
number of precedents to support the
concession proposed to be made, there
might be some weight in the arguments
based upon the circumstance; but look-
ing at the very small number of instances
-only one, in fact, having been cited,
where a religious community had been
permitted to mortgage their lands for
building purposes-he thought much
weight could not be placed upon that
exceptional case. It appeared to him
that the balance of the arguments was
strongly in favor of the view taken of the
matter by the Attorney General. The
Bill sought to deal with all lands vested
in the Roman Catholic Bishop, whether
granted by the Crown or other persons,
and he thought the House ought to be
exceedingly cautious in legislating with
reference to these matters, so that the
objects which the grantors had in view
should not be frustrated. He was not at
all prepared to say that, after further
consideration - of the subject, and at a
future Session, he would not be inclined
to support a Bill of the same character;
but at present he was not prepared to do
so.

Question-That the Bill be now read
a second time-put, and a division called
for, with the following result,:

Ayes
Noes

Maj ority f.
AYES.

Mr arey
Mr. Crowthier
Mr. Marmion
Mr. S. H1. Parker
Mr. Pearse
Mr. Burt (Teller.,

6
3

or ... 3
NOEs.

The Hon. Rt. T. Golds.
worthy

Mr. Brown
The Hon. H. H. Hocking

(reller.)

The Bill was then read a second time,
and passed through Committee.

MR. BTVRT moved the suspension of
the Standing Orders, with a view to
admit of the Bill being read a third time
and passed, but there not being a suf-
ficient number of members present to
allow this course of procedure to be
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carried out, the hon. gentleman formally
moved that the Bill be read a third time
next day.

PROROGATION.
His EXCELLENCY THE GO-

VERNOR shortly afterwards entered
the Council Chamber, and delivered the
following speech:

" Mn. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF

"THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,-

"The Session I am about to close has,
" I believe, extended over a longer period
" than has been of late years usual; and I
" fear it has been only by some surrender
" of your personal interests that you have
"been able to devote so much of your
"time to the care of Public Affairs. I
" beg to offer you my thanks for the
"readiness you have shown to disregard
"those interests in the performance of
"this important duty, and I trust the
"sacrifice you have made will be in some
"degree compensated by the conscious-
"ness that your labors have been highly
"useful, and are appreciated by the
"Country.

" Thirty-three Acts have been sub-
"mitted for my assent, and I have been
"able to concur in thirty-one of them.
"One-that for Incorporating the Share-
"holders of the Western Australian
"Bank-I have reserved for Her
"Majesty's pleasure; and one-having
"for its object to procure the better
"observance of the Sabbath by amending
"'The Police Ordinance, 1861 '-I have
"decided to abstain from assenting to.
"My, reason for this is, that I am not
"aware of any evidence having been
"adduced to show that the existing

"Ordinance is productive of so much
"injury to public morality, by encourag-
" ing the profanation of the Sabbath, as
"cto justify the serious public incon-
"venience which would be caused by its
"being amended in the way proposed.
"If on enquiry, which I will cause to be
"instituted during the recess, it should
"prove that this is the result of the law
"in its present state, it will be my duty
"to submit to you a measure for its im-
"provement.

"With the exception of the Act for
"the construction of the Eastern Railway,

"and the Loan Act, the Legislation of
"the Session has not dealt with many
"questions of great public interest, but
"it has provided numerous amendments
"of defects in the existing law, which
"will greatly improve the Statute
"Book.

11I am glad to be able to inform you
"that the surveys necessary to enable the
"new railway to be tendered for, are
"being pushed on with all possible expe-

"'dition by the Department of Public
"Works and Railways.

" It is with much gratification I have
noticed your recognition of the labors
"of Mr. 'Price, and-his party, engaged on
"the Eucla Telegraph construction, and
"I heartily concur in the thanks which
"you have tendered them for their valu-
"able services.

"I thank you for the confidence you
"have shown, by voting, without re-
"duction, the Estimates I have sub-
"mitted to you for carrying on the
"Government, and also for the liberal
appropriations you have made for

"various services of great public
"utility.

"1In conclusion, I feel it incumbent on
me to allude to the decision at which

"Your Honorable House has arrived in
respect to the proposed change in the

"Constitution, recently brought under
"your consideration. It has been as-
"serted that our present form of Govern-
"ment is a bar to the progress of the
"Colony; and a considerable section of
"the community,-no doubt honestly
"impressed with this belief,-is urgent
"for its abolition, and the institution
"of Responsible Government in its place.
"It has devolved upon you to decide
"whether there existed valid grounds for
"such a change; and it is evident that,
"in considering this important question,
"the serious issues involved in it have
"not been lost sight of, and that you
"have fully recognised that the adoption
"of the form of Government prevailing
"in the neighboring Colonies can only
"be attained in our case at the cost of
"heavy pecuniary burdens, and would in-
"evitably be followed, as it has been in
"theirs, by the introduction of manhood
"suffrage, the abolition of property

"'qualification, and the extension of
"civil rights to all classes of the com-
"munity.
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" It has appeared to you that there is
" nothing in the present position of the
" Colony which necessitates its adoption
"cof a measure involving such serious and
"hazardous changes in its social condi-
"tion, and, declining to allow your
judgment to be swayed by external

"influences, you have refused to listen to
"the proposal,

" Permit me to say, that whilst earn-
"estly sympathising with the difficult
"position in which you have been placed,
"I honestly and sincerely believe you
"have adopted the only course consistent
"with the best and truest interest of the
"Colony; and I entertain a strong hope
"that this view-which now commends
"itself to a minority, but that the most

"influential portion of the community-

" will, ere long, be endorsed by the peo-
"ple at large.

" In releasing you from further at-
" tendance here, I venture to express a
" hope, that on your return to your homes
"Cyou may find the prospect now held
"out of a more favourable season than
"you have been for several years permit-
"ted to enjoy, amply realised, and that

"it may please God in this way abun-
"dantly to bless the labors of the people.

" I now declare this Council prorogued
"to Wednesday, the 13th day of Novem-
"ber next ensuing."

His EXCELLENCY,' having handed
a copy of the Speech to the Speaker,
retired from the Council Chamber, and
the Session closed.
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